I. The Dismissal 



Robert Davidson 



Oboe 



Free tempo - follow speech cues 



The Governor General has dismissed 
Mr Whitlam as Prime Minister, 



and appointed Mr Fraser to head a 
caretaker government to hold a general 
election for both houses of Parliament. 



Earlier, in a statement after his dismissal of 
Mr Whitlam, Sir John Kerr said it had been 
necessary for him to find a democratic and 
constitutional solution for the crisis. 
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He said the only solution consistent 
with the constitution and with his oath 
of office was to terminate the commission 
of Mr Whitlam as Prime Minister, 



and to arrange for a caretaker government 
able to secure supply and willing to let the 
issue go to the people. 



Because of the principles of responsible 
government, a Prime Minister who could 
not obtain supply must either advise a 
general election or resign. 
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Sir John Kerr said that if a 
Prime Minister refused to 
resign, or to advise an election, 
and this was the case of Mr 
^^Whitlam, 



fp 



then he had no alternative but to 
withdraw his commission 
and invite the leader of the 



Opposition, Mr Fraser to form a caretaker government. 
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to decide the issue, which 
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Earlier, in a statement after his dismissal of 
and appointed Mr Fraser to head a Mr Whitlam, Sir John Kerr said it had been 

The Governor General has dismissed caretaker government to hold a general necessary for him to find a democratic and 

Mr Whitlam as Prime Minister, ^ election for both houses of Parliament. ^^^onstitutional solution for the crisis. 
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,^^ of Mr Whitlam as Prime Minister, ^^^ issue go to the people. ^^ general election or resign. 



XT 

fP 



$ 



^ 



XT 

fP 

Sir John Kerr said that if a 

Prime Minister refused to j^en he had no alternative but to 
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